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e. adh are lawfull and good ceremomes. 
| good, rr 144 
| Which is ſubiect to the very ſame ablurdityes | 
that the other. and more alſo. For 1 the doc» | 
trine of them is unſound & falſe, for the doc- 
trine of them is tlus, that they are matters in- 
different, of order decency and edification, 
no parts of Divine worſhip,thatthey are Scif 
matickes that will not conforme unto them, 
enimves to the Supremacy and State, that it 
is a wielced error to hould them unlau full & 
ſuperſtitious. that they are to be excommuni - 
c cated thataffirme ths to be ſo. ete. All which 
is unſound doctrine concernyng them. 2 
G rtaunt the doctrine ſound, yet it follow eth 
not that the Ceremonyes are good » for the 
thing may be wicked, and yet the doQryne 
of it found , For, There is a ſound doctrine 
ol all Vices.3 In what reſpect doth he affirme 
the doctrine to be ſound and good? Is it not 
from the uſe and end that is aſſigned unto 
them by himſelf” Becauſe they are appoynted 
for ſuch & ſuch ends? Hence will follow the 
very ſame abſurdities,that I have obſerved in 
the former, For then any ridiculous or 
baſe Ceremony, may be inſtituted,ſo it 0 
be under pretence of a good end. 
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way ( which they call hereſie) ſo 144 1 

the God of my Fathers, beleeving al things 

which are written in the Law and the 
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Bur we will heare of thee what 435 thin- 
keſt : for as concerning this ſect, we knowe 


that every where i it is ſpoken ous 
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T cannut be ynknowne vnto them that Know a 
1 thinge, that thoſe Chriſtians in this Realme which | 
are called by theodicus and vile name of Puritanes, | 
| are accuſed by the Prelates to the Kings Maieſtie and 43 
the State to mai maine many abſutd, eth u⁸s, Sciſmati- 
call, and Heritica!l opinions , Concerninge Religion, 
Church-Gouerment and the Ci il Magiſtracie . hich 
hath moved me to collect ( as neate as I could) the chei- 
feſt of them, and to ſend them raked to the verweof alt 
men. that they may ſec what is che worſt that the wor ft 
of them houſd . It is not my pait to proue and iuſtitis 
them, Thoſe that accuſe and condemne them. muſt in all 
' reaſon and equitie prove their accuſations or els beare 
the name of vn. ————— 1 am not gnoi ant 
that they lay ot her opinions (yea ſome cleane contra- 
dictorie to theſ)rothe cha'ge of theſe men, the falſhod _ 
wherof we ſhall (It is to be doubted ) haue more & more 
occaſion to detect. In the meane time all EHmies of Di- 
vine Truth ſhall find, That to obſcure the ſame with Ca- 
lumnmiat ions and vntruthes, is but to hide a fier with lay- 
Ing dry ſtraw or towe vpon it. But thou maiſt he: ein 
obſerve, what a terrible Popedome & Primacie theſe 
rigid Presbyterians defi: e. Aud with what painted 
g beares and Scare-Crowes,the Prelates goe 
about to flight the States of this King dome 
v ith all. Who will no doubr one day ſee, 
- how their wildomes ate abuſed. 
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; Farewell. | 
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Cap. “ 
Religion or the worſhip of 


Concemin 
. Godi in general, 


D IM 7 S, They bould and A 
mainctaine.that the word of God con. 


tained in the writ tings of the Prophets 


and Apoſtles, is of flare erfection, 
giuen 75 Chriſt the head of 2 Churche, 


to bee onto the + wh the = Canon and 5 
rule of all matters of Religion, and the 
worſhip and E of God what 155 
And that mhatſocuer done in t | 
ſernice and worſhip cannot bee 2 
by the ſaid word is unlawfull. And ther. 
ore that it is a ſinne, to force any Chri- 
lian to doe any act of religon or diuine 
ſcruice , that cannot evidently bee war- 
ranted by the ſame. 

g>T hey hould 1hat all Eccleſiaſf a 2 


Alion invented & d:niſed by man, are 
vterli to bee excluted out of 1 the excer. 
V eo 


ciſes of religion? F ſpecially ſuch affiens * 
a5 are famous and noterious miſteries of || 
an Idolatrous Religion, and in docing 
| oy , the true religion is conformed | 
(whether in whol or in part) to Idolatrie 
and ſuperſtitiuu,. 
à 3 They hould that all outward means. 
*  nſtitucdandſett apartto expreſſe and 


* 


et forth the Inward ly Cod, are 
parts of diuine worſhip and that vot onl 
_ all morall actions but all typical rites 1 
freures ordained to ſhadewe forth in the 
* worſhip and ſcrnice of Cod, 
any ſpirituall or religiout act or habit 
in the minde of man, are ſpeciall parts of 
the ſame. and therefore that cuery ſuch 
act ought euid:ntly to bee preſcribed by 
the word of Cod, or els ought not to bee 
dene?it being a ſinne io performe any 
other worſhip to Cod, whether External 
or Internall, Morall or Cercmeniall, in 
wholl or in part, then that which God 
himſelfe requiers in his word + 1 
4 They hould it tobe groſſe ſuperſts- | 
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wed 
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wy | i240 divine worſhip ſuch Rites and Ce 
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all may to inſtiſtute 


and ordaine as parts of druine wor, 


153 

any myſticall rite and Cerimonie of Reli- 

gion mhutſoeuer, and to mingle the ſame. 

with the diving ritec and myſteries f | 
Gods Ordinance. But they hould it to be 
high preſumption to inſtituis and bring 


remonies of Relfgion, is are ac tnomledg- 
ed to bee noe partes of divine worſhip at 
all, but onely of ciuill worſhip: and ho 
nor. For they that ſhall require to haue 
performed unto themſ.lues a ceremonial . 
obedience ſeruice and * conſiſting 


in rites of Religon to bee done at that ve- 


* 2 K ?and euen in the ſame wo 
make both thẽſelues & God alſo an Idol. 
So that they iudge it a far more fearefull 
finne to ad vnto, and towſe in the wor- 

ſhip and ſcruice of God or any Part ther 


of ſuch myſtical rits and Ceremonies as 
thy eſteeme to bee noe parts or parcells 
of Gods wor hip at all: then ſuch 40 in 4 

. * - £500 Vaine 


1j inſtant that God is ſolemly ſerned & 
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vine and e e, ition, . 
imag in and conceaue to bee par ts therdf.. 


5 They hould that every 4c or acti 
appropriated and ſet a part to dinine fer- 
i uice and worſhip,whether morall or ce- 
 . _ _. remoniall; zeal or typical? onght o 
F̃rxing ſpectall-honor vnto God and ther. 
fore that euer) ſuch att ought 4, bee. | 


 apparentl commannded ini word of 
God, either expreſiie , or by one rie 
conſequent. 


& They hould that: all ations ls. | 
ther Morall or Ceremoniall ap opriated 
to Reli Zious or Spiritual Perſons, Func- 
JJ attions,cither are or ought to be 
f OO = _ - Religions and ſpiritual. And 3 ei- 
h ; ther are or ought to bee inſtituted imme. 
DB Auiately by God, who alone is the anthor 
and Inſtit utor of all Religions and Spi. 
ritulll actions, and things:wheiher In. 


Rr 3 p +" ro, 8 . * Who 
#4. ond en . - 
- 4 * e F y 
o 


\ - ___— teruallor Externall Morall or Ceremo. 
* wall , 
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1 Concemnyng the Church. 


Ly 4 © TV HEY hould and maintains 9 
I that every Companie, Congre. > 
zation or Aſſemblie of men, ]. 
rilie ioyneing together in the true mar. 
29 Pip of God, is 4 true viſible church 
% J Chriſt. and that the ſame title is im. 
properlie attributed to any other Conuo- 
cations, Synod; Societies, combinations, 
& aſſemblies whatſoeucr. n. 
2: They hould that all ſuch Churches - 
or Congrteations, communicating after 
r, | that manner together, in diuine worſhip 
are in all Eccleſiaſtical matters. cquall, 
12. | and on ſame power and authoritie, 
be and that by the word and will of God 5 
* they 775 to haue the ſame ſprrituall | 
9 | prinilidgesprerogatius,officers admini- 
ſtrations, orders, and Formes of divine 
YM worſhip. l 5 
„ 3 They hould#hat Chriſt Ieſus hath 
| mot ſubiected any Church or Congrega. 
tion of his,to any other ſuperior Eel Y 
aſticall Iuriſcliction, then unto that 
which is within it ſelf So that fa wholl 
| "NG church 


Church or Congregation ſhall erre, in 
am matters of faith or religion. noe o. 
ther Churches or Spiritual Church oe 
ſicers haue ¶ by any warrant from th 

word of God )power to cenſure, puniſh, 

or coutroule the ſame:but axe onely to 
counſcil and aduiſe the ſame,and ſo to 
 legue their Soules to the immediate Inde | 
ment of Chriſt, and their bodies to tus 
ſword & power of the Ciuill Magiſtrat, 
who alone-wpon' Earth hath power 16 
punish a whol Church or Congregation. 
£ They hould that every eſtabliſhed - 
Church or Congregation ought to haus 
Hir omne ſpiritaull of ficers amd mini. 
tert. reſident with her & thoſe ſuch,as 
are inivyned by Chriſt in the new Teſta. 
ment an no other. W ee 
They hould Hat ev able 

Church ought ſ as 4 lee eee . 
wherewith fhee is indowed by Chriſt) to 
laue power and libertie to elect er chuſe 
"their owne Spiritual! and Fccleſiaſticall 
Officers, and that it is a greater wrong 
5 | | io 
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hom "i 
gainſt their wills, then 22 a 
forccupmnmen wines r women 


ainſt their will and likes 
6 — that if in this 5 
any perticular Churches ſaall erre, that 
none vpon Earth but the Civill Magi- 
U hath power to controule or correct 

| then for it And that though it be not 
knofall for him to take away this power 

om —— Tet when they or ny 1 144 the, 


arently a buſe the ſame 

25 e e and bis _ 
tue f his Office ( yy the 

fame, ) to — 1 eme it, > 
E force them wonder Civill muldts to 
mate better choyſe. 

„ They hould that the Feleſuſticall 
| firs and Miniſters of one Churchy 


ought not to beare any Ectleſiaſticall of 
fice in another, but ought to be tied unto. 


that a Tr of which they are 

members, and by which they are elected 

vs 0 Meer, . are not, (without 
iu 


4 N 5 ſhall e perverſe, and will not har ben to 


inſt canſe, and ſuch as may be approued. © 
by the Cope ) 0 forſake their 
2 . wherein the Congregetion 


reaſon, They are then to craue the asſi-. 
ſtance and helpe of the Civill Magiſtrat, 
who a lone hath power, and who ought. - 
6 hi; Civill ſword and authoritie, pro- 
cure to all Members 54 the Church, whe-. 
ther Goucrners or others, ffeedome from 

all manifeſt iniuries and mrongs. : 
8 They hould that the Congregation 
having once made choyſe of their Spiri- 
tuall Officers unto whom they committ 
the Regiment of their Soules,they ought 
not (without iuſt cauſe and that which 
is apparently warrantabls by the word 
of Cod) to e deprive or depoſe 
them.But ought to line in all Canonicall 
obedience and ſubiettion unto them 4. 
. greeavle to the word of God. And if by 
permicſion of the Civill Magiſtrate, they 

h ill by other. Eccleſiaſticall officers,be ju 
e ded ar deprived, ſor any cauſe in their 


appre- 


benſion good C pee by 


R 
70, R 


fle mr; 
God, then they hou | 


it the bounden du. 
tie of the Congregation to be continuall = 
ſuppliaunts to Goa: and humble ſuiters 


wnto Civill authoritie for the reſtaura- 


s tion of them, unto their adminiſtrati- 
aon, which if it cannot be obtained, yet 
N thi much honour they are to giue unto 
* them, as to atknowledg thẽ to the death, 
« wo . Guides and Gouernours, 

: thouch they bee rigorouſij deprived of © 
* thei Mini ric ane ws 4 3 
. 9 They hould that though one Church 
1 1 not 0 differ from another in any Spi- 

i rituall, Eccleſiaſticall, or Religious mat 
4 ters whatſoever, but are to be equall and 
4 alike . Tet that they may differ and one 
/ excel! another in outward Civill circum 


ſtaunces, f place, time, Perſon c. So 


that although they hould that thoſe Con 


x  greeations of which Kings and Nobles 
male themſelues members,ought to hane 
' | | the. ſame Eccleſiaſtical Officers, Mini- 
trie, worſhip Sacraments, TR 
= 


„ 


and forme of divine worſhip „tha the 
b:ſcit Conerezation in the cuntry hath. 
And no other. Tet they hould alſo: That 
as their Perſons in Ciuill reſpects excel, 
So in the exerciſes of religion in civill 
matters they may excel other aſſemblizs. 
Their Chnypels,and Seats may be gorge- 
ouſly {it forth with rich Arraceand Ta || 
p ſtrie, Their Fonts may be of Silver. 
T h:ir Communion Tables of Tvorie & 
if they will covered with gould . The 
Cu» out of which they drinke the Sacra- 
mental hloo1 of Chriſt may be of beaten 
goull ſett about with Diamonds. T heir 
Miniſters may becloth:d in filke & vel. 
vet, ſo themſelues will maintain: them 
in that m inner, otherwiſe, they think is 
abſurd and againſt com men reaſon, that 
other baſe and inferior Congregations 
muſt by Eccleſiaſtical Tithes, and Ob. 
I1tions myintaine,the ſilken and velvet 
ſuites Lord'y retinus of the Miniſters 
and Fecleſtaſticall Officers of Princes 
and Noble. 
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10 They hould that the Lawes\Orders, 
and E n Iuriſdiction of ile ci. 
fible Churches of Cl iſt if they be laue. 
full and warrantable by the ward of © 
Cod, are no wayes repugnaumt to any ci. 

Vill State whatſocver , whether Monar. 

chicall, Ariſtocraticall er Demecraticall, 

but doe tend tothe further eftabliſhings 

] andadvaunceing 7 the rightes & tre. 

rocatiues of all and every of them. And 
they renounce & abhore from their ſouls | 
al, "ern Eccleſiaſticall Turiſdiflion er 

Tolicie, that is any way repugnaunt and © | 
deragatorie to any of them, «ſpecially to 
the Monorchicall State, which they ac. 
knowledge to be the beft binde of ciuill 
Goverment for this Ringdeme. 

11 They hould and bel eue that the c- 
qualitie in Eccleſiaſtical Iuriſdiftion & _ 
authoritie , of Churches and Church 

Miniſters, is no more derogatorie and re. 

pugnaunt to the State and glorie f 


of Schoo maſters , of ſeverall, Scheoles, 


contin 2 Camps, bee, 

_ of [everall flocks 3f Sheep, or Maſters 
Le F e hould the 
| "run contrary,that Ine mw y of Char. 
ches andChurch © 2 in E 227 
call Juriſdiction and authoritie, was that 
5 y that advaunced Amtichriſt 
wnto his throne, and brought the Kings | 
and Princes of the Earth wntoſuch vaſe. | 
ſaladge vnder him, and that the civill 
aul horilie and glorie of Secular Prixces 
and States hath ever decayed, and mi- 
thered, the more that the Eccleſtaſticall 
Officers of the Church haue been ad. 
vaunced and lifted vp in authoritie, be. 
yoad the limitts.and confines that Chriſt 

in his word hath preſcribed unto them. 
8 HAT | 


Conia the Miniſters of the word. 


1 HET hould that the Paſtors 
of e 17 22 egations are 
cers in in the church , over w „n, p 4 any 
divine 


T3 we 
Er babe ) ther i 45 noe ſuperior 
Paſtor bit onely Teſs Chriſt, And that 
they are led by the ſpirit of Amichriſt, 
that arrogate or take pon themſelues ty | 
be Paſtors of Paſtors. : 
2 THEY HOP LD that there are 
not by any divine Inftitutis in the word, 
" ordinarie Nationall, Provintiall, 
er ige Paſtors or Minifters vnde 
which the Paſtors of ular Con. 


Offers. are to be ſubiect, as Inferior 


Officers. And that if ther were any. uch, 
that then the word of God won danse 
ſett them downe more diſtincti ly and pre 
ciſly then any of the reſt: For the higher 
place that one occ iet in the Church, 
of the more necesſitie he is unto the 
Church : of the more necesſitie be is to 
the Church , the more carefully would 
Chrift (the head of the church ) haue 
ben in poynting him out, and diſtingui- 
ſbing him from other. Hence,in the old 
Teftament , the Hieh Preiſt, his Title, 


Office, Fundlion & 2 Admin 72 
tion 


yi * uur bien more re perticulae 
ly and precifly ſet downe them the Office 


| more pre 
or any 0 


of any of the Inferior Preifts and Le. 
Hs in the > Teſtament, T he 
Office of a Paſtor is more diſtinttly,and 
1 ſet downe, then of « Dottor 

inferior church Officer, Sa 
that a man may as well call into queſtion il 


the whole New Teſtament, as doubt whe Þ i 
ther there ought to be 4 Paſtor in every | 
congregation, or doubt of bis proper Of | 

ce and function. put; Hru wo „ 1 1 

naunce ther ſhould be an ordinarie Ec- 
eleſiaſticell Officer aboue the Paſtors of 


7 congregations,then Chriſt out 
of all queſtion would with that ſpeciall 
care and coſt hane * it forth:by Titles, 
prerogatiues, peculiar Offices, Funttions 
and gifies. That the Churt hes and peo- 


ple of God, ſhould haue reaſon rather to 


doubt of any office or Inriſdittion, then 


e the peculiar office or Iuriſdittion of 


the Primates Mectropolitanes , Archi- Bi- 
(hops 1 Prelates of rhe 1 


| . 3 


3 THEYHOYV LD thatif there 


wveere 4 Supreame Nationall Eccleſiaſti. 


rall'Miniſter or Paſtor, that ſhould bee 


the Prince of many thouſande Paſtors: 
that then alſo Chriſt 5 did in the 
Tewiſh Church) mould haue apointed 4 


ſolemme Nationall or proninciall Ltur. 


| gicorworſhip, vntowhich at ſome times 
ile yeare, the wholl bodie of the People 
. ſhould aſcend and that vnto the Metra- 

politan Citie as vnto 4 Teruſalem and 


| har heewould (as hee did in ie lm 


I Churche more preciſely and perticular- 
| ty baus ſet doune the manner of ſolemmi- 
22 thereof then of his prochiall wor- 


ip for as much therefore 4s they can- 
not read in the newe Teſtament of \any 


U * 


higher or more ſoleme worſhip, then of 


that which is to bee performed in a per- 
rcular Congregation they cannot be per- 
ſwaded that God hath apointed any hig- 
her Miniſters of his ſernice and wo: ſhip 
vnder the newe Teſtamẽt, then the elect 


miniſters of particular Congregations: 25 
| 1 We 


4 HE T hould that the Hight ] 
- Priſt of the Tewes , was typically and iu 4 
figure the ſupreame head of the wholl 

Catholick Churchywhich though it were 

—_ only in the Prouince and Nation 


of Turie , Tet thoſc of other Nations and 


Cuntries (as appeares, by the Hiſtorie of | 
Adtes , Even though they were Ethiopi- 


Aus,) were under this High preiſt, And | 
0 acknowledged homage vnto him. So that 


lle was not a Provinciall Metropolitane, 


but in very deed , an Oecumenicall and 


ay go Biſhoppe of the whole world. 
And therefore they hould, ( this being 


. the beſt ground in the word, for: Metro. 


politane and Provinciall Paſtors or Bi. 
ſhops, )that the Pope of Rome who alone 
 maketh claime unto, and is in peſſesfion 
of the like univerſal Supremacie : hath 
more warrant in the word of God,to the 
ſame, then any Metropolitane, or Dice. 
ſan ( not dependant vpon him ) hath or 
cam haue. So that they hould,that by the 
word of Cod, either there muſt be noe 
Aetropolitanes & Dioceſans, or cls ther 


s They hould That no Paſtor ough 
to exerciſe or accept of am Covill pu 


I... 
% 1 


0 * . 


ame 


7 They hould tht the Paffor or Mi- 
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the Seriptures: and openyng ee of” 
+ s 


_ 


Dottrine unto the church,grounded wp 
an his owne Iudgment or opinion, or up-. 


on the Judgment or opinion of any or all 


the men in the world. But onely that 
truth, that he ts able to demonſtrate and 
prous evidently, and ap 


arently , by the 
word 2 God ſoundly interpreted > and 
, 


that the people are not bound to beleeue | 
77 doctrine of Religion or Diuynitic . 
whatſoever , upon any ground whatſoe-. 


5 ver, except it be apparently iuſtiſted by 
the word, or by neceſſarie conſequent de- 
Auced from the ſame. n 


7. They hould that in interpreting 


them, he ought to follow thoſe rules onely 
that are followed in finding out the mea- 


ning of other writings , to wit, by way- 


ing the proprietie of the tongue wherein 


_ they are written, by wayine the Circum- 
fiaunce of the place * comparinge one 
place with another, and by . | 


what is properly ſpoken, and what tropi- 


cally or figurativly. And they bould it 


 wolawfall for the Paſtor to obtrude uf 0 
Er nn ef antpane} heli.” 
word, for which he hath no other groũd 

bus the bare teſtimonies of men , 4 ; 


* 
J * . 
£ 3 * 


it is better for the people ta le cotent to be 


Places , then to hang theix Faith in any 
matter in this caſe pow the bare T i 


9 They hould that the people of God 
ought pot to ee ſach fr 


Ec l _ ——_— N 


« 


their Paſtors as are not able by prea- 
ching, to interpret and apply the ward of” = 
Cod unto them in manner and forme a- 
| foreſaid. And therſore that no ignorant, 
& ſole reading Preiſts are to be reputed © 
the miniſters of Ieſus Chriſt, who ſedeth 
none into his miniſtrie and ſervice, but 
ſuch as he adorneih in foe meaſure with 
 ſpirituall guifts. And they cannot be per. 
waded that the faculty of reading in ons - 
Mother tongue the ſcriptures &rc.which  « 
any ordinary T urke or Infidell hat, can 
Le called in any congruity of ſpeech a mi. 
niſteriall gift of Chriſt. 


10. The „e gell 
the Church the 72 nr @ to bethe 


T6 prin x apr, yer oF t 
people with migled voices to ſay ano! 
|= tin ſinging, which by #) very 


N inſtinct of nature, is more de ; 
Behifel, and 8 the more voycer 
there are ioyned & miagled r in 
harmoni and concent. © 


They hould that the church hath 


33 0 LS fo impoſe upon her Paſtors | 


or any other of hir officers , any other _ 
miniſterial duties, Offices, Functions, 


Actions ,0r cerimonies, eyther i in Divine 
worſhip or out of the ſae the what Chriſt 


Bimſelfe in the ſcriptures hath impoſed | 
vpon them, or what they might la ally 


N ar vpõ chriſt 2 " if hee were in 
perſon upon the Earth, and did excerciſe 
4 miniſterial Office in ſome Charch . 


02 They hould that i it Is 4s — an 


% iniurit to force 4 cunęregatiõ or Church 
f to mainetai as their paſty, with tithes 


* | and ſuch like donations , that perſan that 
either is not able to inſtruc 


ſtruct them, or that 
1 owne perſon ordinarilie to 
doe it, as to force a man to mainetaine one 
for his wiffe, that either is not a woman, or 
that refuſeth in hir owne-perſon to doe the 
duties of a wiſſe unto him; 
.1 13 They hould that by Gods Ordinance 
* - | ther ſhouldbe alſo in euery church a Doc. © 
| 3 ice ſhould be to inſtructf 


. 


by way of Cathechix ing the Ignorit of the 
Conereeatid (& that perticularly)in the 
maine grounds & principles of. Religion. . 
| CHAP. 4 

, Concerning theElCers. 


To as much as through the mallice _ 
of Sathan,there are and wilbe in the 
beſt Churches many diſorders and Scan. 
dalls committed, that redound to the re- 
och of the goſpell & are a ſtubling block - 
- pry e & withi the os <h 
& ſith they indge it repugnãt to the word 


/ God, that any Miniſter ſhould be a Sole © 
ö Ruler and às it were a Pope ſo much as in 


ons Parriſh, ( much more that he ſhould be 
one oner a wholl Pioteſſe, Prouince or Nu. 
1770) they hould that by Gods Ordinance 
1 tigte Congreeation ſhould make chovſe of 0: 
| 14 ther officers , as Aſſiſtants onto the Mini- 
leere in the ſpirituall regiment of the Con- 
Fregatiõ who are by Office iointiy with the 
V uiniſters of the word to be as Monitors 
Dieter ſcers of the manners & Conuerſation 
| of all the Congregation, & one of another. 
| [ | 1 that ſo entry one may bee more warit of | 
8 [+ their wayes, and that the Paſtors & Doc- 
1 tors may better attend to prayer and Doc. 


ee e 


ft trine,, and by their meanes may bee made 
1 '-  6-tter acquainted with the eſt at of the Peo 

1 Flie, when others Ries beſides their omne 
| | ſhalt wats, aud witch ouer them. 


2 THEY hould that ſuch only are to 
be choſen to this o ffice, us are the Graueſt, 
Floueſteſt, Diſereeteſt, heſt groum dod in Re- 
6719, & the Auncientelt Profeſſors thero , 
in the Congregatiũ ſuch us the mholl Con. 

greg 1110 due adpron: of & reſpect, fortheir 


1 LY 0 4 \ % - 


15 * 
5 


wiſclome, Holines and Honeſt ,and ſuch 
alſs(1f it bee poſſable ) as are of cinill note 
and reſpect in the world, and abl: (with 
out any burden to the Church )to maine. 
taine themſelues, either by their Landis 
or any other honeſt Ciuill Trade of life. 
nether doe they think it ſo much diſerace - 


| to the policie of the Church, that Trads- 


men and artifficers, (iu domed with ſuch 
quallities as are aboue ſpecified) ſhould 
bee admitted to bez Ouerſcers of the | 
Church as it is that perſons both Ignor- 
ant of Religion and all good letters, aud 
in all reſpects for perſon Ju Alilie & > ſlate 
as baſe and vile, as the baſeſt in the Con. 
gregation ſhoul be: <dmitted to be Paſ- 
tors and Teachers of 4' congregation . 
And if it be apparent that God (7 who al. 
wayes bleſſeth his owne Ordinances )aoth 
often euen in the Eies of Rings & No. 
bles, male Honor. tle the Miniſters and 
Paſtors of ay Churches vpon which hee 


hath beſtowed Us ſpiritual Giftes an: 1 races 


thonzh for. Birth, Education, Pref ence,. 
: E . 


ll  » « | Outward, State and mainetinance they 
F  . bee moſt baſe and contemtible, ſo hee will 
as well in the Eyes of all holy men, make 


this office which is many degrees inferi- 

V to the other, precious, an d Honorable, 

FT ' enen for the Diuine callinge and ordi- 

[1 naunce ſake. oY 7 
; | Chap e536 | 

Concerninge the Cenlures 

8 4.3 = | 3 of the church, 85 N 


> < NE T hould that the ſpiritual | - 
(ches, the Church are by Chriſt, || 
committed to the aforeſa id ſpirit wall 0 ＋ 


facers and Gonerners, and unto none o- 


— * 3 $824 A 8 wa 2 N 
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ther: which keyes they houtd that they } 

are not tobe put to this c ſc, to lock wp the | - 

#  - _ Crownes, Swords orScepters, of Princes | * 
* C cinill States, or the cinill Rightes pre-. 
rogatiues und immunities, of ciuill ſub. a 

iecis in the things of this Life, or to cſ e- 

| ; 


them aspicklocks to open withall, mens 
 .. Treſuries and Coffers, or as keyes of Pri- 

1 ſons,to [hut wp the bodies of men.for they 

iul that ſuch a power & authority Ec-+ 


5 


i | ffeftaſtical fe fit only for the Antichriſt of 
Rome & the coſecrated Gonernors of his 


Sinagogues, mho hauing no word of God 
" | which the ſword of the ſpirit, to defend 
» | His and their wſurped Inriſdiction, vner 
" | #he chriſtian world, doth vnlameſully 
8 I the lam full ciuill ſword and power 
of the Monarches and Princes of the 
Earthe, ge forceing men to ſubicct 
themſclues to his ſpirituall vaſſaladęe & 
eruice and abuſing therby the 2 
| Keyes and iuriſcliction of the church. 
2 They hould that by vertue of theſe 
Keyes, they are not to make any curious 
Inquiſitioas into the ſecreat or hidden 
vices or crimes of men, extorting from 
them a confeſſion of thoſe faults that are 
conſcaled from themſelues and others. 
to proceed to moleſt any man vpon ſe 
creat ſug geſtions, priuat ſuſpition, or un- 
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* SS . 
certaine fame, or for ſuch crimes as are 


in queſtion whether they bee crimes or 
" | moe Ful they are to proceed, only againſt 
evident C apparent crimes, ſuch as are 


| gither graunted tobe ſuch of all civill 


. 
# 


Oy | 2 wg . 4 
honeft: men: or * all true C hriſtians, or 
at leaſt ſuch, as they are able, He evidece 
of the word of God, to convince to bee 


© ſranes,to the conſcience of the offendor, 
As alſo ſuch as haue be? cithes publick- 


ly committed, or having been commit- 


zed in ſecreat, are by ſome good meancs 
br ought to light, er which thedelin _ 
' denying, they are able by honeff, 5 


i 
ficteat teſtimonie to.proue againſt him. 
They houldthat when he that hath 


coin erer a ſeandolous crime cummeth 


e ſore them andl is convinced of the (a ic, 


they one ht not ( aſter the manner of 
our eccle aſſical Conrtes ſcorne, deride, 


taunt and revile him , with odious and | 
© contumelions ſpeeches, Eye him with 
is and ſterme lookes, procuer prodfors 
1 make Pe ſonall Invectines againſt 


him, make him daunce artendaunce 2 
Court day to Court day, and from ter 
70 terme, fronnyng at him in preſenco, 4 


1 wrohting at him behind his backe: but 


they are 'thourh he be never (6 obſtinate 


and pe reverſe ) to 7 of him N nos 


"> 5 


giueinge the leaſt | perſopall reproches, or 


Ae „ but lay inge open vnto him the 
ndture of his fon the light of Gods + 
word )are onely by denouncyng the indg- 
ments of God againſt him, to terrefre 


him, and ſo to moue him to repentance. 


1 iy hould hat if the Moe 


fending be their civill Superior that the © 
they are to wſe even throughout thewhol 
cariadze of thein SG all civill com. 
lements Offices and Reverence due un. 
to him,T hat they are not to preſume to 


convent him before them, hut are them. 
ſelues to goc in all civill & humble ma- 
ner vnto him, to ſland bare before him, 


to home onto him, to gine him all ciuill 
Titles belonginge unto him, And if he 

be a King and Supreame Ruler they are 
to kneele downe before him, and in the 
humbleſt manner to Cenſure his faultes, 
So that he may ſee apparetly that theyare 

not caricd with the leaſt ſpice of mallice 
azainſt his Perſon , but onely with zeale 


of the health C Salvation of his ſoule. 


55 


5 They hould that the Eccleſiaſticall | 


_ Officers laying to the charge of any man 
any Error, hereſie or falſe opinion what - 
ſoeuer doe ſtand bound themſelues, firſt 
to proue that hee howldeth ſuch an error 
or heriſie, and ſecondly to prone directly 
Duto him that it is am error by the word 
of God and that it deſerneth ſuch, a cen. 
- ſure , before they doe proceed againſt 
CCC 
They hould /r the Gouernors 
of the Church ought with all pacience 
and quietnes,heare what euery = 
un poſſiblie ſaye for himſelf, either for 
qualificatiõ, defence,apology or Inſtifica- 
lion ef any ſuppoſed Crime or error what 
 - jorner. and they onght not to proceed to. 
 Ccenſuretheeroſſeſt offence that is, untill 
the offender haue ſaid as much for him - 
felf in his defence as hee poſſiby is able 
And they honld it an evident Charecter 
. of a corrupt Eccleſiaſticall Goverment, 
where the parties convented may not |. 
bane full libertie to ſpeake for themſelues 
conſideringe that the more libertie is | 
2raunted to ſpeabe in a bad cauſe, (eſpeci 


* 
4 


Iuſtice of their ſentence will ſhine. - 


They hould that the oath ex offi. > 5 
cio, whereby Popiſh and Engliſb Eccl. 


— * 


proued againſt them, and whereby they 
are drawne to be iuſtruments of many 


 heavie croſſes pon or ate and their 


frends, and that often for thoſe Actions 
what they are er in their conſci- 


ences are good and holie. ( I ſay )that they 


hould that ſuch an coth ( on the urgers 


part) is moſt damnable and T iranous,a- 


Cainſt the Very Law of Nature,deviſed 


by Antichriſt,through the inſpiration of 


the Divill, That by meanes thereof the 


profeſſors and practiqers of the true Re. 
 ligion, mizht either in their weaknes by 


ally before thoſe that ave in 4 authoritie 
and of iudgment,) the more the iniqui- 
tie of it will appeare, and the more the 


ſoaſticall governers, either upon ſome ſe. 
* * A. +. XX; | A 
creat menen, or ſug geſtions, or pri 
vate ſuſpitians, goe about to binde mens 
conſciences, to accuſe themfelues & their 
frindi, of ſuch crimes or imputations as 
cannot by 0 direct courſe of Lame bee 


/ I 


" perinrie dumne their owne ſoules, or bee } 5 
umme to reveal: to the Enimies of j [ 
=_ |: Chriſtianitie, thoſe ſecreat religious atts |: *q 
Au deades,that being ( in the perſwaſio 1 |} 

| their conſciences ) for the advaunt- Y:4 
3 ment of the Goſpell, wille a meanes of | 
* .- eavie ſentaunces of condemnation a- | | 
| * gainſt themſelues & their 7577 frends f 
1 * They hould /t Eccleſtaſticall oſ-- * 

| ficers have no power” to proceed in Cen- 
ſure againſt any crime of any Perſon,af- | 


*..- terthat hee ſhall freely acknowledae the 
fame, and profeſſe his heartie penitencie 
[3 Por it: And that they may not, for any 
1 crime whatſozner lay any bodily or pecu- 
| niarie mulct vpon them, or impoſe a p- 
on them any Ceremoniall marke or Note 
| of ſhame, ſuch as is the white ſheet or a- 
11 * ſuch like :or take? any fees for any cans 
| whatſoer er hut are to accept of as a ſuf- 
' ficient ſatisfaction, A private ſubmis(i9 
and acknowledament if the Crime be pri 
Duate, and a publicke,if the crime be pub. 
ice and notorious. _ BR 
9 THEY hould, that if a membrr 


Ml 


IX | 


© '] ofthe Church be obſtinate, and ſheew no 
＋7 4 ſtenes and tokens 1 r 
crime, that they by evidence of ſcripture 


pf” + 
's 
5 


1 5 


\ 


haue convinced tobe a crime, that then 
by their Eccleſiaſtical authoritie they 


are to deny unto him the Sacrament of 


the Supper. And if the ſuspcnſion from 
it, oil 0 humble him 72 1 ough 
nut without bumbling hem 

yer, faſting and great 3 
ſorrow for him) they are to denounce hi 
to be as yet no member of the Kingdom 
4 heaven, and of that Congregaton, & 

7 


are to leaue him to God and the King. 
And this is all the Eccleſiaſticall aut ho- 


ritie and iuriſdiction that any spirituall = 


Officers of the Church are to we againſt 
any man, for the greateſt crime that can 
be committed. | 
ro They hould, that the of -4 
the Church are not to proceed unto t 
extreameſt Cenſure againſt any man, 
without the free conſent of the whole cõ. 


gregation it ſelfe, 
"40 na 
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yſelues in pra 
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11 They hould that the Miniſter, or 


any other perticular Officer offending, is | 
5 728 to theſe Cenſures, as any other | 


of the Congregation,” 


72 They hould that if any Member | 


of theCongregation having committed 


4 Scandolows ſinne ſhall of himſelfe for | 
ſake the worſhif of God, and the Spiri. 
tual Communio with the Church, that 


theathe Ecileſtaſticall Officers haue no 


=. authoritie or iuriſdiction over him, but 
onelh the Civill Magiſtrat, and thoſe un 


to whom he oweth Civill ſubiection, as 
Parents, Maſters, Landlords.Cc. 
. AA AP - | 


. Concernnyng the Civill Magiſtrate. 


7 H ET hould that the Civill 
I Maziſtrateashets a Civill Ma- 
eiſtrate hath and ought to haue Supreae 


_ - power over all the Churches within his 
Daominions, in all cauſes whatſoever, 
And yetthey hould that as he 6 4 Chri- 
| ft ian he isa Member of ſome one perticu 2 


lar Congregation and onght to be as 


ſalicct ro the S prrituall Regiment there- 


| 


0 


of preſcribed by Chriſt in his word, as 
the meaneſt ſubiect in the Kinedome,gr 
they hould that this Subiettion is noe 


more derogatory to his Supremacie, then 


the Subtettion 4 his vodie in ſictnes to 
c 


Phyſitions,can be ſaid to be derogatorie 
therevnts. 76 f 


2 They hould that thoſe Civill Ma. 
eiftrats are the greateſt Enimies to their 


owne Supremacie , that in whole or in 


part communicat the virtue and power 

thereof”, to any Eccleſiaſticall Officers. 
And that their cannot be imagmed by 
the wit of man a more direct meanes to 


check-mate the ſame, then to make them 


Tord and Princes vpon Earth, to in. 


veſt them with Civill Iuriſdicliom and 
aut horitie, and to conforme the State 
and limitts of their Juriſdliction to the 
State of Kings, and bounds of kingdoms. 
3 THE hould that there ſhould 


be no Eccleſiaſticall officer in the church- 
ſo high, but that he ought to be ſubject 


unto, and puniſhable by the meaneſt Ci. 


vill Offer in a Kingdome , Citie , er 


ou 4 2 rt tote e 


57 30 
Towne, not ach or comms crimes, bur 


| | eu the abuſe of their Eccleſiaſtical!l 
| 


00 iccs, yea they hould that they ought to 
mJ 2 — dre then any . ſub. 
„ iet whatſoever, If they ſhall offend a, 
=; Cainſt either civill or eccleſiaſtical lawes 
4 They hould thatthe Crvill Mage. 
1 ſtrate ts 4 2 22 he * 
r Ln: a icers of churches ift 
= || 7 hab Peat vpon the rightes „ 2 
rogaliues of the Civill authoritie fig Ma |: 
erftracie,and ſhall paſſe thoſe boundes C. 
l:mitts that Chri hath ag vato 
them in his word. 
5. They hould that the Pope ts that 
Antichriſt, and therfare that Antichriſt 
becaufe bein but an E ccleciaſticall of 
cer he doth in the hight of the pri 74 
his heart make claime unto & vſurp the | 
Supremacie of the Kings & Crvill Ra- | 
lers of the Earth. And . howld that al | 
defendors ofthe Popiſh faith, all indeve- | 
47 ours of reconcilment with that church, F 
all plotters for toleration of the Popiſb 1e 
ion , «ll COUMLENANACET and maintai- |\_ 
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1 | 
ours of Semenarie Preifis and profeſſed 
| Catholicks, and all deniers that the Pope 
that Antichriſt : are ſecret enimies to 

the Kings Supremacie. e. 
6 They Hould that all Arch Biſhops, Bi. 
; ſhops, Deanes, Officialls & c. have their 
; Offeces & Functions only by mill er plea 
| ſore of the King and civill States of this 
| Realme, and they hould that whoſoever + 
' | holdeth that the King may not without 
X ſinne remoue theſe Offices out of the 

. | Church, and diſpoſe of their Temporal. 
| ties and maintenaunce according to his 
1 owne pleaſure, or that theſe Offices are 
|, Iure divino, and not oncly or merely Iu 
re humano:T hat all ſuch deny a princt 
Pall part of the Kings Supremacie. 

7 They hould:that not one of theſe op- 
nions can be proved to be contrarie to 
the word of God and that if they might 
7 have leaue that they are able to anſ- 
wer all that hath ben written againſt 
any one of them. | 


* . 
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